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POLLUTION FROM WILDFIRE 


Research suggests where there’s 


smoke, there’s dire consequences 


e ; 


Flames from the Thomas fire inch closer to homes in California’s Santa Barbara County. Provided by Santa Barbara County Fire 


By Chris Mooney The Washington Post 


s firefighters continue to battle 
California’s devastating Thomas 
fire — now the fourth-largest in 
state history — a group of scien- 
tists presented new results sug- 
gesting that air pollution from such 
massive blazes may be one of their 
deadliest consequences. 

Speaking at the annual American 
Geophysical Union meeting in 
New Orleans, the researchers, 
from Colorado State University 


and the University of Houston, 
suggested Thursday that wildfires 
may be responsible for thousands 
of U.S. deaths annually due to the 
tiny pollution particles they put 
into the atmosphere. Moreover, 
just as fires are expected to worsen 
under climate warming, so might 
these health impacts. 

“Tf this is the new norm for Cali- 
fornia and people in California are 
being exposed to these smoke 


events regularly, then we would 
expect this to have an impact on 
the average lifetime of people in 
California,” said CSU professor of 
atmospheric science Jeffrey 
Pierce, who presented his prelimi- 
nary results at the meeting and a 
news conference afterward. 

Just like smokestacks and tail- 
pipes, wildfires fill the air with the 
byproducts of combustion, in- 
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SKI RESORTS 


Idle staffers lifted by mountains of free meals 


By Jason Blevins 
The Denver Post 


Avon» As the snow takes its 
time in blanketing Colorado’s 
ski resorts, workers are getting 
hungry. 

Across the high country, 
churches and businesses are 
hosting weekly feeds that are 
drawing hundreds of employees 
who rely on snow for work. 

“It’s primarily young people, 
waiting for a paycheck,” said the 
Rev. Claire McNulty-Drewes, 
whose Father Dyer United 


Methodist Church, in downtown 
Breckenridge, has seen the num- 
bers of folks sitting down for 
free Sunday night dinners dou- 
ble this month. “It’s a tough time 
of the year for those who have 
come expecting to make a living 
and there’s no snow.” 

Resorts hope to keep workers 
busy from Thanksgiving 
through spring, but sometimes 
Mother Nature doesn’t accom- 
modate those hopes. This is one 
of those slow-to-start seasons 
where resorts have their em- 
ployees ready, but the lack of 


snow is slowing business. With 
only a few man-made runs open, 
the crowds are not flocking. So, 
most employees who depend on 
visitors — lift operators, ski 
school instructors, restaurant 
waiters, hotel workers — are on 
standby with no pay. 

It happens every so often. In 
the notoriously dry winter of 
2011-12, which ranks as one of the 
three worst ski seasons in the 
country in terms of snowfall, 
workers struggled as visitation 
to resort towns plummeted. 
Back then, the free community 


dinners were packed for the en- 

tire season, not just the start. 
Michael Gass has been called 
to shuttle only one group of va- 
cationers this week from the Ea- 
gle County Regional Airport. On 
Wednesday, he chopped wood 
for a bit of cash. That night, he 
was at the weekly Loaves and 
Fishes community feed at Eagle 
River Presbyterian Church in 
Avon. Gass, who has lived in the 
Vail Valley for 22 years, isn’t go- 
ing to go hungry if he can’t get 
more chauffeur gigs. But he’s 
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Biggest 
facility 
in state 
closing 


By John Ingold 
The Denver Post 


Amid an ongoing epidemic of 
opioid and heroin overdoses, 
Colorado’s largest provider of 
treatment for drug and alcohol 
abuse will close its doors early 
next year, the victim of long- 
running financial losses and 
low government payments. 

Arapahoe House announced 
Friday that its last day at all of 
its locations will be Jan. 2. As of 
Friday, it will no longer accept 
new patients. It currently 
serves 5,000 people a year, all 
of whom will have to find anew 
treatment provider. 

“Its horrible,” Arapahoe 
House CEO Mike Butler said in 
an interview. “We’ve been 
struggling with being under- 
funded for many, many years. 
We've been losing a fair amount 
of money for many years.” 

Arapahoe House has facilities 
in Denver, Wheat Ridge, Thorn- 
ton, Westminster, Littleton, Au- 
rora and Lakewood. The non- 
profit has existed for 42 years. 

Last year, though, it reported 
expenses nearly $3.5 million 
more than revenue. Butler said 
the last time Arapahoe House 
broke even in a year may have 
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RETAILERS BATTLE 
CALENDAR, FLOOD 
OF DELIVERIES 


With Christmas on a Monday, 
most retailers have one less 
day to get packages delivered. 
It’s especially important that 
they hit the mark after 
missteps with orders earlier 
in the season. »12A 


REPUBLICANS 
LINE UP BEHIND 
TAX OVERHAUL 


Republicans solidify support 
for their major overhaul of the 
nation’s tax laws, securing 
endorsements from wavering 
senators as they get ready to 
muscle their bill through 
Congress next week. »14A 
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